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Quick Facts: 

 Currently 51 containers in Downtown 

 Contract with Clement Lawn Care for  watering twice weekly 

 Many seasonal plants have died/need replacing 

 LDDA has budgeted $25,000 for FY2015 for containers. Approximately $5,000 of that is budgeted for the watering.   

 No new plants have been planted this fiscal year. 
 
LDDA staff has met with members of the Lakeland Garden Club and several Master Gardeners for tours and discussion 
about the future of Downtown containers and beautification.  
 
The conclusions from the discussion: 
 

1. The containers are too large, too spread out. 
2. The containers are difficult to see with cars, streetlights, trash cans, bike racks, etc. along the street side of the 

sidewalk. 
3. Many businesses – Brooke Pottery, Black Swan, Black & Brew, Devicious, Harry’s, etc  - are providing their own 

plants to decorate storefronts. 
4. Planters hugging the storefronts provide better aesthetics for Downtown than the random pot along the curbside 

of the sidewalk. 
5. Diversity in the planters size and kind – hanging baskets, window boxes, etc  - are more interesting and appealing. 
6. LDDA should encourage more of this behavior by phasing out the large containers and providing “Seed Money” 

grants to property owners/business owners to purchase plants and containers to decorate storefronts. 
7. As part of the grant, Garden Club volunteers could provide assistance to applicant on the kinds of plants best suited 

for their location, skill level and commitment to care.  
 
 

Proposed Grant Overview: 
 

 Set aside $15,000 of the $25,000 to launch the “Seed Money” Grant.  The remaining would be used to care for 
and phase out the remaining containers.  

 $500 grant per parcel for purchase of approved containers* and plants.  Garden Club volunteers provide 
educational assistance. 

 Applicant signs agreement to maintain plants. LDDA may reserve the right to cite a grantee if plants are not 
maintained. This may include a financial penalty. 

 Grantee is then responsible for care and maintenance of plants. 

 Grant may include a minimum time period or that containers must stay with the property if business vacates. 

 Containers may be considered property of the LDDA for a certain number of years. 
 

Benefits: 
1. Storefront planters provide a more interesting visual appeal. 
2. Planters would be diverse in size and style. 
3. Planters would be smaller, easier to maintain. 
4. Maintenance cost and labor shared by many. 
5. Frees thousands of dollars of the LDDA budget each year. 
6. Maintains greenery in Downtown, but provides more charm than the current containers. 

 
 
LDDA would contract with Parks and Rec to remove the containers.  
Containers are property of CRA. CRA could continue to sell the containers. 
 


